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NAME VONGS, Josef K. (Dr.)	 CASE No. 9035528

DATE	 10 jar 1952

141

NATIONALITY German BIRTHDATE
BIRTHPLACE

6 tuetsbar 1879
Freiburg

PRESENT POSITION

. LOCATION

• GIN. OCCUPATION
7.••

Wale
Single

RACE
SEX
MARITAL STATUS
NAME OF SPOUSE

West Germany

CHILDREN

RELIGION Catholic
PUCATION	 Ph.D.; Studied mathematics

and Natural Sciences, U . POLITICAL AFFILIATION gee remarks
versity of Freiburg

LANGUAGES	 French end Snail&
ATTITUDE TOWARDS: U.S.•

HONORS.	 U.S.S.R. 84, ramarkit

MUM

1907-1914 Itoteseor, Real Gymnasium, Freiburg.

	

' 1911	 Teen CounCillor, Freiburg.

191 19t8Neldwgr, Weiebstai.
Center ?arty Dliputy, Dedan Lendtag.

1915-1900 PUnieter of Finence Baden.

	

2919	 Welber, German Natilial Assembly; Welber, Baden Assmibly.
1920-1921 Federal Minister , efirinence.
192I-1922 ftdaral Obadeeilori *my 1921-Naredber 1922; Minister of Foreign

Affairs October 1921-Rovember 1922.
mi te-3910 Itithdreiriirom public service.
19904991 Federal Minister of the Interior.
1.933 . _ Left Germenr.

194U Travelled to Paris end Washington; Took refuge in Switzerland.
1-1945 Director, Social-Aid Office, German Democratic Christian Party,

Svitserland.
	1945	 Founded the Demokratischer Deutedhland in Switzerland.

	

*46	 Returned to Germany.
	1949	 RonmraryIresident, Arbeitagemeinschaft der Badener./a/

RZWARES:

Former German Chancellor Josef K. Wirth vas born 6 September 1879 in Freiburg
is Breisgau, the eon of a printer in the Catholic pu.:.Lishing house Herder and Co.
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•!.-;	 'attended the lImmanistia tormosima in Freiburg ma. Apia:\

• in this city, studyiag eallhematios and.pstural scissame,-
• . end Iligh School TwigOar's' )ieges*. Is become • higlO	 pik,

old taking an Intermit in phlitics at en early age, Seised the,
Party. According to- one reMart he mu elected to the German *
tale another 'owes maintains that he vas eleatad to the bad& land

I served as a Ratelostag dent" boring World War XV, *ma be tom also
I been.s delegate of the OSIMIIM Bed cross./	 -

After the var, Y1thwe elected to the Nall= lertionel Assembly
Wades Assembly, in addition to serving as the Bed= IfInister of Plane
1918 to 1920. Wirth became Federal Winister of .71.6snes in 1920 and MI.
year of this appolyament, he vas reds Chmacalor, Wihr 1921. I. formed a'
Oavezumant know as the government -of 'folfiLlmenti i.e. cos may to
the obligations of the Versailles Feat* lbesty.ji Virgo's policy
him most disliked by Oeramn reactionsriss. After the aesessinaticm of
*toaster Walter Dittman . In Jae 1922, he made the oar fames statmem4o
•teht mats,' ("The Mail is 05 therighhIj . inlit	 be resigned.'; • period, Wirth is said to have bad to fist& both the reactioseries mat the 'esiota mod stmeg comeavative Ushuaia; in his ova party. Since hs . aPPOos4	 t•-•••
volley of collaboretion of his party vith the portage GC:-the right■•141
Toted soletest his cess party in the itelohorted Whew Abe thlbeer rani .fOrSIS
tion	 damn -Rational laity. As eme of 'Um; sareammet Cationic party adber■
ants of *op 'policy of collaboration beams this party andthe Social Dmemarats,.
he WA/dr denomood the black ofvolt • sertelilimhed bourgaraili.uhich we *boasted

-"fluatiet sedek's of the Seater Party. Wirth tovsaid-telsave .beem eamanced
that .only 'a Coalition of tios Oentee Party and the Oaeliol Ileratie Party, stoppe"
by the Claim Uedaalone would be able to form a bastion against Germs p#
1st*. emus ideatified as the leader of the left ring of bis party, Ifirv

-cells into great popularity vitb the messes of the derma loft peso--
felt that he undoubtedly veal& here been elected President
the -support of the Center Party./

Wirth's short-lived- activities es Cbansellor, none the less iiaddietvegior
Agreement of Wiesbaden, the World &comic Conference at Clemoa, lod the Treaty. of
Rapallo, reestablishing diplomatic relations between Russia end derommy end alias
is considered to bare been his most significant political achievesentql

In 1926, Wirth, together vith Renew Loeb (Social Democrat President of the
Reichstag) and Ludvig Hasa (leader of theDevocratic Party in southern Sermemp),
created the Republican Union and the political veekly,.!DoutscheRmphlik", in
order to further the collaboration hetveen Catholics, Social Nuocratrand Do-
orate. Although he had vithdravn fvon public service, Wirth visited Paris in 1928
and reportedly had long discussions vithpoincaire and Brian& to effect a 0erTgee'
French repproacheuent. With Stressemann, he also represented Gellbany at thv
ference of The Hague (1929-1930).1/

In 1930 the former Chancellor accepted Bruening's offer of
the Interior, although he is said to have opposed the policy of
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UNARM (Continued)

and favored the return to normal parliamentarian government. Wirth's acceptance
of this appointment vs* met with disappointment on the part of numerous German
leftists, DemOcrats sod Social Democrets'because of their opposition to Druening
tactics. With the formation of a second cabinet in October 1931, hoverer, Wirth
was muted from office by President Bindenburg4/

With *sled seizure of parer is 1933, Wirth vent into exile. Re emigrated
to Austria Aare he tried to prevent the break between the DollfUss Government and
the Austrian Social Democratic Party for which be was expelled. Se was readmitted
by Schessmigg, but from 2.931  to 1939 he reside/ in Paris and worked to interest the
Prom& Ocrearsment in safeguarding Austriaa independence. Re is also said to have
•elaited the Vatican sad Poisna several these =behalf of the Trench Government.
Eth thi Austrian anschleas Wirth escmOirfromlisana through Italy from whence
he moved to Switzerland Just before the outbreak of 'World War My

The ex-Chnnoellor became politically active durhuOis residence in Switzer-
land and by the Pall of 1943, after the fall of Nhasolini, he was reportedly the
canter of political activity in Cermet emigre* circle, there. According to the
same soures,Virth bad a list of ministers reedy and held the opinion that social
reforms casing chum to Communise could not be avoided in Germany in the future.
Another report Of the Fall of 1943 stated that Wirth wanted to cooperate with his
friend Heinrich Intuiting (then in the Gaited States) sod added that the rialtos
German MIZIESOK, Dr. Senerbruch, vas among the ilmaserous Geznans" Ube had recently
visited Wirth in evitzer3and4/ With also report4d3yr visited Paris again . in 1940

order to into thePresch Goverment of the military situation in Germany after
Uvulas of Norway. Thereafter, until .1946, he is knelt to have directed the

-Aid Office of the Gerson Democratic °bristles& Party it Switzerland, end as
%Oleg founded the Desolustisclua Beutaabland in that ecentry in 1944/ Nis Swiss
address 14 given as having/beet laden Stresse 7, Luserne.1/

Wirth returnei to Germany in 1946 and shortly thereafter an attempt was made
topless his name on the South Bedew COI ticket at the time of the Bundestag elec-
tions. When this move was opposed by the right wing element of the pArty, Wirth
reportedly termed to the ilsmmlung war Tat by Whoa he vas listed es a candidate for
the	 astag. Be later coaled tomards this party, hoverer, by reason of its lack
of financial Miens and its almost negligibleinflnance inland Baden. At the same

- time, he left the vey opem for further collaboration with its leaders in the light
of its possible future importance in 3aden4/ In the Fall of 1948 he reportedly
was one of the founders of the Dhion heir Ditto of Arthur Netteree (a Catholic trade
unionist before 1933 who, since the war, has been swilling tool of the Communist
front VVN, Association of Persecutees of the Bast Regime).

In 1949, having reestablished his radiance in his home state of Freiburg in
Breisgau, Wirth was made an honorary president of the Aebeitsgemeinschaft der
Badener (Land Association of Working Committee of Citizens of Baden), demanding the
restoration of Land Soden within its historical frontiers. This move reportedly
came as a surprise to many people as speculation was rife concerning Wirth's sin-
cerity, it being rumored that he vented to eventually split the Baden CM by forming
a People's Party. 11/
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REMARKS: (Continued)

On 26 January 1950, Wirth appeared at • "Schweadher nanifestatiorenad rather
severely criticised Chancellor Adensuar, the former Chaecellor has been.p.nsvnslij•
antagonistic towards Messner as ft:bac/ins 1933, considering kin nsiOstiitiet
areeetionary. Wirth's. criticism caused acute displeasure to *UMW taledestes a -
resat of Adel he was described by a party, amsher as being embitions, egotistical,
and leatious to acquire popularity at any price.' Suboequemt to . taisAlleek, Wirth's
pextielpstion in the Arbeitegnasinschaft Bar Dadener reportedly dininilked. It is
felt tip be significant in this respect to mote that his pamphlet "Wolkba, *bin
Badenerlendi" was limed under his ova sigmature and not under that of the Atbeitege- •
meinschaft which refused to sponsor it.3/	 •

.	 In the sally part of 1951, Wirth is said to have brolumrhis lagoibile in
Stritserland est not being dbl. to move about, hada/set/2gs at hisbolAthere be
talblivith the men vho were interested in the reconstitution Of the an Center
Party. Among these were Pralateloshr, Father lama, Dr. RenmeaPerean (son of the
Badomaiemdtag Pres/40ot), State Supreme Court Justice PwAlSmacher, union leader
thirtav *Nara?, soda sabeol director, WI Boa. Dr. Wirth hal 0031Kre favored
ibis reconstitution, and it is felt that be atuldprcdvagyhave Played an iMportmot
IOU lheredmi had he notAlreetrbeen talking about going to Berlin.

billoweaber 3,951, the former Gammas Chancellor xvq*alAdly spoke with Preach
*C19141S-in Baden and diecussed various aspects of Gems met:towel policy. Se
$01.4 that attempts for the reunifiesticiLofGenamnrvere being sabotaged, and that

efforts In this direction were doom& to failure so long as the initiative vas
ht to Chancellor Adananer. Es stated that he had vrittendlreetly to 	 old
Ilkmedltiviidsmt Reuss. immediately following Grotevohl's proposals in September 1951,
simpuisting thbt beers than careful consideration. Wirth himself is said to hove

,	 received representatives of the East German Government at hie home and supposedly
• 1#40114 his persona assistance towards facilitating the opening of negotiations
betsmmit West and East Germany.

In spitArof contrary advice of his friends, Wirth made a trip to Berlin in
Deemeber 1951 in an alleged effort to help *long the Germ reunification negotle,

, tibia, Amore unexpected outcome of his journeyves his letter of 1 January 1952
be. the Bundestag and the Bundesrat urging than not to pronounce themselves on the •

-$ebum= Man without first consulting the German people. Re stated that the political
and eeonomic conseqtances of the Schuman Plan vould threaten the peaceful status of
the Gerson people end that the heart of German industry would be converted into a
foreign ger industry, further hindering the development of its own peaceful export
industry4/

Although Wirth claims that he made the Berlin trip an his own initiative
other reports hold that his visit was on the invitation of the East Berlin Mayor,
Prist Reuter, acting on the initiative of Karl Schirdevan, head of the "West"
section of the sim41/ It has also been suggested that the initiative for the
trip may have eraanated in part from a so-called "Tauroggen Group" in West Germany.
In any event, the SED was reportedly suspicious of Wirth's motives in accepting the
invitation, and supposedly believed that his 'purpose was not cooperation with the
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eastern bloc but the ter7orice ef	 intent'- in Germany. Tt • is pointed
out that Wirth put moot ef the enrhseie of hie eonference with Ruscima rather
than German offi,:ia]s, and that the vestloae he put to Minister Geoeewohl,
Semenov, and ChuiRov, indicated that he we, chiefly interested in Soviet policy.//
During his visit, Wirth also called unon other leading East German officials in-
cluding Wilhelm rie ,.!ic enl 7:.n old friend, Otte !hiechkc. Sc met, teo, with several
members of the Governeee' from South Germany. ee	 fren Soete eermany, such as
Heinrich Rau and Luiepeli 3teed1e.51	 eener of the Berlin . 7117 also maintains
that he received a telephone eall 7 'ree the fermer Chancellor . duriee the latter's
stay in Berlin./

According to 02D eeurcec, the Russian:: are said to have thought that Wirth
is laboring under many illusions regarding the independence of German foreign
policy, but on tho whole, uere satisfied with his visit, believing that even if
Wirth did not adopt the Communist line, the propaganda effect on the West German
bourgeosie made the preJect worthewhile.7/

Wirth's Berl' n visit, however, was deemed of little aid to the Communist .
propaganda ceepaign in West Germany, despite his alleged reputation amens the older

f members of the Catholic and middle class circles. Except for the KPD, the West
• German parties reporeddly reacted with mixed snorm and regret that the former

Chancellor should haee ' permitted himself to become tYe dupe of the Communists.
While the Communist tnvitation ees regarded as an attempt to utilize the former
Chancellor to fester anti-rearmeseat sentiment within the Center Party, the Baden
Center group declarce that Wirtl was not a member or the party and disclaimed •
any responsibility for hie dicceesions with East German officials./

Upon his return to West German;, Wirth announced at a press conference that
he VOA planning to form a 'pavement" for German unity through free elections. He
stated that Chuikoe and Semenoe had aesured him that he "UGSR would not use the
veto against all-German elections and their result," and malne_!ned that the East
German politicians were fur_ of the best intentions. In this rcerect, he was quoted
as praising Grot,errial for hevine placed. German unity at the head of his Government's
program which b!) .,plaimet was free of any charges of nationalism. Wirth also said
that he had fo$Ind an earnest de-.ire on the part of the responsible East German
officials to lave the German peo'elem via free elections, a desire vhioh he was
not convinced existed in Bonn at a result of his exer-ience with Pree , dent Reuss.2/10

Maintaining a position e" neetre:Ite, the forne- Chee-- , ler 1.1s !lo.,tif'zei
his er:orts with ,.ther ne'rtze..21.st elements in West Zermen. c
Heinemann croup r.nd iulr :idn^,"o-.1!)/ 

71,zr'ic1p .-1' in Wirth'	 )rf.>.11	 '21
"v . 	line,

Y. r,uota	 -r	 "iesw!11,-," -flo,11.41	 -25

air,2" .1 .1	 h-	 rrIn^:" nis- 	 WI:-.
th	 - 	 the
'	 .
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West G.Ixman officieldou as vell 	 the West ,Llerma:1 press and public opinioa 	 .
'Wear to be rather manimoun in dep7crinc Wtrth': . 1a23e into the status of a
dammunist too1.11/ They fel that he s s	 cid man still living
in the past, who is unaware of present-47 politicul realities and . of the true
character of Soviet objeetiv,.!s.,S1' The sganer0 opinion of the Office of the
French Comaisaioner for Land Baden is that the ex-Chancellor's action vas pri-
.1003.1.5. based on his feeling of self-larportance. It le thought that he sees

..-bineelf as the hero be was under the Weiner Republic, and that be is -convinced
that he can help bring the West and the IOW together and effect another RapaIlo.: . -
In any event, Wirth is regarded as haring little if any political influence a-
"spent political forps."l/ -One source bea it, nevertheless, that be still. is
a very im portant political. influence , espledealy in the ranks Of-the Center Party,
ehicb4 . it is felt,.mculd not be. loath to listen to, and possibly act upon, his
ideas about:unifyinetbe Wester* .d. Eastern branches of the Party4/ Posistay of

Actio'ioriOus import, however, le the Weseel-Beinemann'coileation. of types like
Wrthand Niemoeller in their anti-rearmenamt.progrma andtheir vulnerability to .
Soviet	 .	 •,
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